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the bolder English spirits seething against the innovations in religion and the innovations in taxation, with no outlet in Parliament, nor in foreign warfare, yet which must find one somehow. The country was like a bomb which would explode wherever it was touched. Charles and Laud chose to touch the Scottish section, with the result that the whole fabric they had been carefully raising was utterly destroyed.
The King and his counsellors never realised that a Government cannot be carried on without at least the tacit support of a large party - it need not be a majority - among the governed. One powerful class must feel that its interests are primarily considered, its aspirations expressed, its approbation desired. Charles had attempted by wise and equable rule to win the support of all classes alike, and in consequence had alienated them all. Men can do without wisdom, even without justice, but the strong must have means of self-expression ; and most need affection, even if it be only the affection of an actor for his audience. Elizabeth had been a great actress, and as such she had loved her people and been beloved of them. The King's government failed because ~ he would not put himself at the head of any one party ; he owed his personal isolation at the time of crisis to his melancholy and misanthropy. He could love individuals, but he could not love the people as a whole, nor had he those high spirits and easy manners which concealed the far deeper misanthropy of his son, Charles II. The charm which won him so many sympathisers during his troubles and humiliations sprang from certain moral qualities such as magnanimity and patience.